Infection Control Policy 	

This policy provides staff and dental surgeries with general guidance and will be enhanced where further or additional best practice is found. Please inform us of potential improvements so that we can update and provide improved care.


Infection control is of prime importance. It is essential to the safety of our patients, our families and us. Every member of staff will receive training in all aspects of infection control, including decontamination of dental instruments and equipment, and the following policy must always be adhered to. If there is any aspect that is not clear, please ask Daryl Wheeler.



1. We provide protective clothing, gloves, eyewear and masks that must be worn as specified during training.  Protective clothing worn in the laboratory must not be worn outside the practice premises.

2. Before donning gloves, hands must be decontaminated. Any glove that becomes damaged must be replaced. Hands can be decontaminated using an alcohol hand rub available throughout the laboratory.


3. Where applicable, re-usable instruments should be cleaned either by placing in the disinfection buckets. Inspect instruments for residual debris, which if present should be removed by hand. Appropriate gloves and eye protection must be worn when handling and cleaning used instruments. All instruments that have been potentially contaminated must be cleaned and sterilised. Single-use items must be discarded, never decontaminated and reused.

4. In the event of an inoculation injury, the wound should be allowed to bleed, washed thoroughly under running water and covered with a waterproof dressing. The incident should be immediately discussed with a first aider to assess whether further action is needed. Record the incident in the accident book.


5. Any spillages involving blood or saliva will be reported to Daryl Wheeler and he must also be informed of anyone developing a reaction to protective gloves or chemical agent immediately.

6. Any disposable plastic impression trays received are disposed of securely and not returned to dentists, as advised by the DLA, BDA and MHRA. All metal impression trays received are returned to dentists, again cleaned by sight only.


Surgeries must ensure that dental impressions are rinsed until visibly clean and disinfected using Unident (or similar) and labelled as ‘disinfected’ before being sent to the laboratory.  Impressions will be disinfected on arrival into the laboratory. This should be in a bath of diluted Perform disinfectant for a maximum of 20 minutes to avoid distortion. All devices whether new or reworked as returned form the laboratory are done so as ‘Clean only’.  Therefore, all devices being returned to or received from the laboratory should also be disinfected and labelled within the surgery unless different instructions are provided. This is detailed on all prescription forms, a copy of which the surgery will receive back with a finished appliance.

All staff agree to protect confidential patient information and sign a document to support this upon commencement of employment.
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